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In this fine period photograph we see the 1904 second Royce car, 15881, with W.T. 
Anderson around 1910 near the grain elevator on the Ship Canal at Trafford Park, 
Manchester. Anderson was contracts manager for Glover & Co., fhe Manchester 
firm of cablemakers, and had bought 15881 from the firm’s managing director 
Ernest Claremont, who was also Royce’s brother-in-law and business partner. 
Glover electrical cables are being laid in the middle foreground. Photo from Tom 
Clarke, courtesy of the Museum of Science & Industry, Manchester. 


Glimpses into the past ... 

Members with an historical bent (and 
isn’t that all of us?) would have enjoyed 
Tom Clarke’s intriguing little piece in P.5-98 
entitled Who introduced Royce to the 
motor car? 

We are indeed fortunate to have Tom 
asa member (heis in fact an Honorary Life 
Member in recognition of his efforts), as he 
is, beyond any reasonable doubt, one of 
the most intuitively capable researchers in 
our field in the world. From his home in 
suburban Manchester, where the Rolls- 
Royce story began, Tom sends us lots of 
lovely little pieces and, from time to time, 
a really superb full-length article such as 
Without Manchester it would never have 
happened in P.1-98. 

In order to more neatly accommodate 
the flow of fascinating material from Tom, 
we have decided to initiate a regular 
column Glimpses into the past, the first of 
which appears in this issue. As the title 
suggests, this column will provide regular 
glimpses into the history of the Rolls-Royce 
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FROM the EDITOR 


and Bentley marques, the coachbuilding 
trade, the club movement that has grown 
up around the marques, and personalities 
from all three. 


... and a glimpse of the future 


In the 1920s, Ettore Bugatti famously 
commented that W.O. Bentley made 
“the world’s fastest lorries”. At that time, 
few would have predicted the motor in- 
dustry practice of “badge engineering”. 
and not even the most imaginative of 
industry forecasters could have prophes- 
ied that Bentley and Bugatti would one 
day be badge-engineered clones of 
each other. In fact, who would have had 
the imagination to predict such a thing 
even as recently as a few months ago?! 

Now, reports CAR magazine. precisely 
that is set to happen. Volkswagen, in its 
relentless acquisitiveness, now Owns both 
of these marques and plans to build them 
on a common platform and drive-train. 
Perhaps this provides us with a clue about 
the future of the Crewe factory. 

In November the London Daily Tele- 


Steve Stuckey (A.C.T.) sent this shot, from the National Archives, of one of HM The Queen's 
Phantom V ‘Canberra’ limousines (5AS33 or 5AT34) being unloaded in Adelaide in 1963. 
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This 7ft x 4ft terracotta relief was commis- 
sioned for the Midland Hotel in Manchester 
(now the Crown Plaza) last year, to com- 
memorate the first meeting there, on May 4th 
1904, of F.H. Royce and C.S. Rolls. Un- 
fortunately, the name of the artist, Lynda 
Addison, is mis-spelt on the plaque, and the 
Company's name is spelt without its hyphen. 


graph, always a useful source of snippets, 
carried a report on a future “Bentley” car. 
The people at Crewe (what do we call 
them nowadays?) denied its existence, 
which is odd in view of the fact that their 
German masters seemed less reticent 
about confirming it, not to mention the 
crystal clear photographs! If one accepts 
that the car shown In the article Is repre- 
sentative of what the future holds, and 
barring an elaborate hoax, it Is clear that 
the only familiar Bentley feature remaining 
is the ‘B-in-wings’ badge — even the last 
vestige of the Bentley radiator shape is 
gone. Worst of all, and breathtaking in its 
rub-your-face-in-it insensitivity, is a large 
chrome ‘VW’ badge in the mesh grille. 

The platform for this future model, 
classified as the ‘E’ model, is entirely VW. 
The article included another hint about 
the future of Crewe, and! quote: “No one 
can do wood and leather as well as the 
craftsmen at Crewe and the E-model will 
be the ultimate showcase of their skills”. 
Just about now, some of our members will 
be saying “I told you so”, having predict- 
ed that Crewe will be reduced to just that 
— an interior trim-shop for Bentley- 
badged German cars. 
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The Master’s view of current Crewe styling 


After the Silver Seraph and Bentley Arnage were intro- 
duced last year I asked John Blatchley (JPB), Rolls-Royce 
Ltd Chief Styling Engineer in the early post-war period 
until his retirement in 1969, for his views on the latest 
styling from Crewe. As Chief of styling at Crewe, JPB was 
responsible for some of the most defining of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley styling, including that of the following models: 


Silver Cloud/Bentley S standard saloon; 

Bentley Continental R-type and S1 Park Ward two-door 
saloon and drophead coupé; 

Phantom V Park Ward limousine; 

Silver Shadow/Bentley T standard saloon; 

Silver Shadow/Bentley T Mulliner Park Ward two-door 
saloon and drophead coupé (later named Corniche). 


I was particularly interested in Mr Blatchley'’s views on 
the styling of the latest cars given the publicity material on 
them which seeks to link their styling to the period during 
which he was in charge. In response to my request he 
arranged to visit the famous Essex Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
agents P. & A. Wood, in the company of R.R.E.C. member 
Richard Dallimore, where they were shown several ex- 
amples of the cars and taken for a demonstration run. JPB 
wrote that he was “most impressed by the wonderful res- 
toration work that goes on there”. His impressions of the 
styling are reproduced here verbatim and in full: 


like the orthodoxy of its design with its avoidance of 
gimmickry. I especially like the absence of any horizontal 
lighting arrangements and the incorporation of craft built 
body features such as the panel razor lines down the rear 
quarter and boot and on the wing crowns. The traditional 
cantrail gutter form is nice, though structurally too mas- 
sive for my eyes. 

“There is something worrying about the set of the front 
wing lamp units which seem to be peering askance! 

“I'm afraid I do not altogether like the interior styling: it 
is too glitzy. Too many chrome bezels and a general fussi- 
ness about the shape of the seat trimming — all too 
unrestful. I am afraid also that I dislike the look of the 
unnaturally rounded woodwork which puts me in mind of 
the old American photographed veneer finishes on metal 
— but these I suppose are niggling criticisms compared to 
the real disappointment I have for the rehashed Rolls- 
Royce radiator shell. 

“The new form, although aesthetically pleasing, lacks 
all the old anachronistic charm of the past radiators and 
thus has lost that precious quality of excitement of which 
they were possessed.” 

So there you have it — the views on current styling of 
the man responsible for Rolls-Royce and Bentley styling in 
the crucial period when the Company began building 
complete cars as opposed to only chassis, and later made 
the transition to monocoque construction. 


“I think that the Seraph is a lovely looking car. I greatly 


! would not like to create the impression 
that | believe these future “Bentleys” will 
not be good cars. In fact, there can be 
little doubt that they will be remarkably 
fine motor carsin their own right. However, 
with the divorce from Rolls-Royce it is dif- 
ficult to imagine what they will have to do 
with us as a Club, or our aims, even if they 
embody any vestigial Bentley or Rolls- 
Royce engineering. 


Eric Barrass — a correction 


A bit of a howler in the last issue, |’m 
afraid, where | described Eric Barrass as 
“Secretary then Chairman of the Rolls- 
Royce Enthusiasts’ Club” and “the first and 
only occupant of the specially created 
post of President”. One of my many U.K. 
correspondents has pointed out that in 
fact Eric became President in 1993 after 
many years as General Secretary and 
without passing through the Chairman 
stage. There were two previous Presidents, 
Ted Harris being the first, followed by his 
sister Gladys. Eric was also Editor of the 
Bulletinuntilthe end of 1994, and has been 
a Trustee of the Sir Henry Royce Memorial 
Foundation since its inception. My apol- 


ogies for confusing the details of such a 
distinguished R.R.E.C./S.H.R.M.F. career. 


LRH36 157 


A couple of members queried the 
upholstery colour and material attributed 
to the Silver Wraith || delivered new to HRH 
Princess Margaret (LRH36157) in Fit for 
Royalty, P.6-98. The late Andrew 
Pastouna’s book Royal Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars (Osprey, 1991) gives the upholstery 
colour and material as “green cloth’. 

Aclue to resolving this was found in the 
build sheets and other information (ob- 
tained from the Hunt House) copies of 
which were sent to me by David Vann. 
These confirm that the car was ordered 
with green cloth for the seat squabs and 
cushions, with the remainder of the 
upholstery in Black ‘Nuella’ hide. 

Andrew Pastouna’s book also sheds 
some light on the level of customer satis- 
faction achieved by this car when new: 
“this car turned out to be very unsatis- 
factory and the guarantee was called in 
after less than 12 months. Kensington 
Palace made some pungent comments 
about the Silver Wraith Il and it was 


Martin Bennett 


Ken Karger 

Members who knew him person- 
ally, and readers of Flying Lady who 
did not, will be saddened to hear of the 
death of Ken Karger. 

Ken died while attending the 
Annual Business Meeting of the 
R.R.O.C. Inc. in Atlanta, Georgia, at 
the end of January. 

The two long terms of Editorship of 
the R.R.O.C. journal Flying Lady of 
husband and wife team Ken and 
Mermie Karger were characterised by 
their superb black & white photo- 
graphy. Ken’s sound knowledge of the 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques and 
their coachwork also made for a well- 
informed journal, and anyone looking 


for a typographical error would, by and 


large, look in vain. 
Our condolences go out to Mermie 
in her great loss. 
Martin Bennett 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


Club history 


Following on from a suggestion by 
Diana Jones (Vic.), the last meeting of the 
Federal Council thought it appropriate 
that the Federal Executive request the Sir 
Henry Royce Foundation to take on the 
ambitious task of recording the history of 
the Club before the opportunity to do so 
is lost. 

lam very heartened now to be able to 
advise that the Foundation has not only 
agreed, but has taken on the task en- 
thusiastically to the point that they will 
provide any resources required to com- 
plete the work. 

David Vann, the Foundation Sec- 
retary, has recently written to each 
Branch seeking their support and co- 
operation, with a request that initially they 
document and record as much of their 
history as possible. 

This is a very worthwhile project and 
one into which we should put some effort 
so that those following us can appreciate 
the valuable contribution made by our 
Foundation Members and other early 
members, and the way in which the Club 
has grown and developed over the 
course of time. 

| personally commend this project to 
each and all of our membership and ask 
that you give it your support to the 
greatest extent possible. If you are invited 
to provide information or share your 
experiences and memories, we would be 
most grateful for your contribution. 


Federal Judging 


The Federal Executive met in Goulburn 
recently to discuss a number of matters, 


but primarily to consider the proposal put 
to us to simplify the present judging sys- 
tem, particularly in respect to reducing 
the total number of awards, limiting the 
‘elevation’ of winning cars, and providing 
perpetual trophies for each Class. 

The meeting was very successful and 
highly productive, thanks in no small part 
tothe time and thought put into it by each 
Branch following circulation of the 
proposal and the constructive comments 
and suggestions received. Taking those 
comments and suggestions into account, 
we were able to markedly improve the 
system. 

Federal Secretary Kim Stapleton has 
now Circulatedto each Branch the details 
of these changes and these will no doubt 


be conveyed to members at Branch. 


meetings or through our Branch news- 
letters. The Federal Executive is confident 
that it will meet with good support. Kim will 
be in contact with the Branch Secretary 
to obtain their ‘vote’ on the outcome. 

| would like to acknowledge the time 
and effort of those who contributed to the 
responses from each Branch and thank all 
involved for their valuable contribution. 


1999 Federal Rally 


If you have not yet sent in your Registra- 
tion for the 1999 Federal Rally in Canberra, 
the closing date has now passed. How- 
ever, if you would like to attend it may not 
be too late. Please ring the Rally Registrar, 
John Burns, on 02-6254-5495 and | am sure 
he will do his best fo accommodate you. 


Positions vacant 


In early January Kim Stapleton sent to 
each Branch advice of the forthcoming 


meeting of the Federal Council and invit- 
ing each to submit agenda items 
together with nominations for positions on 
the Federal Executive. 

| have advised Kim that due to other 
demands on my time | will not be standing 
for a third year as Federal President. Our 
Federal Treasurer David Miller also finds 
that the demands of his new job, which 
requires him to travel extensively within 
Australia and overseas, preclude his 
nominating for a further term. The good 
news is that Kim Stapleton is nominating 
for a further term and will | am sure con- 
tinue to provide excellent support to the 
members of the next Executive. 


Happy New Year 

This being the first edition of 
PRAECLARUM for 1999 | would like to take 
this opportunity to wish all members, their 
families and friends all the very best for a 
safe, happy and healthy year. 


Happy Motoring, 
lan Dunn 


replaced by a new car which progressed 
through Crewe under the name ‘Mr 
Edgar’. As the majority of fitments in the 
old car were under a year old they quite 
happily transferred to chassis LRH39342, 
although some items were retrimmed”. 
Twenty years later, Her Royal Highness still 
owns LRH39342 and It is reported to be 
continuing to give complete satisfaction. 

All of which tells us two things. Firstly, 
LRH36157, David Vann’s car, is in the con- 
dition in which it was delivered to its 
second owner, i.e. with Black ‘Nuella’ hide 
throughout and without most of Princess 


Margaret's special features, which were 
transferred to her later car. Secondly, that 
people who bought Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley motor cars new were sometimes 
completely exasperated by cars which 
-went on to give excellent service to sub- 
sequent owners. In other words, the first 
owner sometimes had to shake the bugs 
out for somebody else’s benefit. 


Interregnum at Crewe 

Following the résignation of Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Lid Chief Executive 
Graham Morris in July last year, he agreed 


to stay on until the end of the year as 
interim Chief Executive pending appoint- 
ment of a replacement. However, by 
year’s end no successor had emerged, so 
Crewe was, at the time of writing, operat- 
ing without a Chief Executive. 

In January The Times (London) 
reported that workers at Crewe were 
being paid to stay at home as the factory 
cut its planned production by a third. 
1,918 cars were sold in 1997, and 1,619 in 
1998, against a forecast of 2,553 cars. 


Martin Bennett 
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FOUNDATION CORNER 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation 


Australia 


Since our last Foundation Corner, the Found- 
ation has met on three occasions and we wish to 
report a number of very exciting events. 


New book 


First of all, the new book by Tom Clarke, 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley in a sunburnt country: 
the first fifty years in Australia, will be launched 
at the Federal Rally in Canberra. This work is an 
outstanding production of which the Foundation 
is the publisher. 1,000 copies have been pro- 
duced. The number of pages in this most impor- 
tant book is 500, with over 600 illustrations, 
many of which have never been seen before. The 
book will be on sale for $165 plus packaging. 

The Foundation has worked closely with Tom 
Clarke and David Neely and I can assure enthus- 
iasts around the world that this book will be well 
worth having in your library. There will be a 
leaflet organised shortly providing more details 
of the book, but in the meantime if you wish to 
order the book immediately it may be ordered 
through our registered office: 


Malcolm Johns & Co., 

Level 12, 77 Castlereagh Street, 
Sydney, 

N.S.W. 2000. 


Foundation Membership 


Iam pleased to announce that we have passed 
our two hundredth member of the Foundation 
and we are greatly appreciative of this support. 
We have also had over 2,000 items donated to 
the Foundation for the benefit of all enthusiasts 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. 


Foundation car badges 


The Foundation car badges are for sale 
through the Foundation adviser in your Branch. 
Alternatively, they may be purchased through 


our registered office, address above. The price is 
$45 plus postage. 


a. 
ON at 


More good news 


We have recently been able to obtain ‘cut- 
aways’ of Rolls-Royce Merlin and Hawk aero 
engines. These will be on permanent display at 
our headquarters in the Fox Museum in Mel- 
bourne. We are extremely fortunate to have these 
in the Foundation’s keeping, for they form an 
important part of the early history of Rolls-Royce 
Ltd. 

The Foundation is delighted with the enthus- 
iasm shown by the membership of our Club and 
we look forward to having Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley in a sunburnt country: the first fifty years 
in Australia on display in Canberra, where no 
doubt you will be most impressed by this fine 
new publication. 


David Jones, AM, OBE, 
Chairman, 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia 


All gifts of $2 and upwards are allowable tax deductions 
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The Lord Mayor of London's 1984 Phantom VI, SCAPMO008EWH08840. The achievement of designing and building such a superlative motor car 
seems humbled here by the sheer magnificence of Sir Christopher Wren’s crowning achievement, St. Paul’s Cathedral, construction of which 
commenced soon after the Great Fire of 1666, which destroyed much of medieval London including the original St. Paul's. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 6 — Phantom VI: coachbuilding in the traditional manner 


In this part of the article I deal with 
activities in which I was not directly 
involved. Suffice it to say that they 
occurred during my time at Mulliner 
Park Ward, and I trust that they will be 
of interest. At an earlier stage in the 
presentation of this series my good 
friend Martin — your illustrious and 
ever competent Editor — had asked 
why little mention had been made of 
the Phantom VI until then. There are 


By Richard Gordon Mann (U.K.) 


two basic reasons for this. 

Firstly, the drawing and design 
departments where I worked were 
situated in 473 High Road, Willesden, 
in a building that was once the stables 
of the London General Omnibus Com- 
pany, Park Ward having acquired it in 
1919. At the end of the sixties Phantom 
VI build had been transferred from 
there to the ex-Triplex site — known as 
‘C’ Site — adjacent to the Service 


Centre in Hythe Road off Scrubs Lane. 
‘C’ Site had originally been purchased, 
in the late sixties, to house the produc- 
tion and detail shops for the extending, 
by four inches, of Silver Shadow and 
(more rarely) Bentley T bodies into long 
wheelbase form. 

Secondly, the drawing and design 
departments rarely saw PVI involve- 
ment because the PVI body remained 
unaltered and indeed, should it have 


Photograph by Kiaus-Josef RoBfeldt. 
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changed, templates would have been 
produced from the full-scale layouts 
enabling new panelbeating ‘bucks’ to 
be made, upon which the panelbeaters 
produced their works of art. Much of 
the interior such as seating, door trims 
and division did not change much, if at 
all, during the seventies. When cus- 
tomers wanted something different, for 
example a special cocktail cabinet, 
Park Ward’s stylist Peter Wharton 
(PJW) would draw and colour wash a 
proposed layout for approval. Features 
of this nature were known as PWSs — 
Park Ward Specials — and Peter with 
his brilliant memory might remember 
a previous PWS which would be 
suitable for the prospective customer. 
Templates of many PWSs were kept 
“just in case” a repeat order might 
occur. Other ‘standard extras’ such as 
flag masts, badge bars, specially dyed 
leather and rugs were PWEs — Park 
Ward Extras. 

As I write this article many happy 
memories return, so I trust you will 
excuse my trip down memory lane. It is 
now nearly 25 years since I joined 
Rolls-Royce. Inevitably some of the fol- 
lowing recollections should have been 
included in Part 1. I can still picture 
working in the old stables, the timber 
framework of the roof was original, 
though many of the interior walls had 
been removed to increase space. The 
cobbled floors had been levelled and 
covered with a concrete surface, but 
when we had torrential rain water 
would rise from the drains, straw and 
other matter still being there so many 
years after the horses had gone! The 
heating and ventilation systems were 
inadequate, so we were cold in winter 
yet boiled in the summer — in extreme 
times we were issued with salt tablets 
by Sister Foster in the First Aid Room! 

Many of you will have seen cars 
pictured outside the entrance to the 
Park Ward offices which originally led 
to the old LGOC stables. Above these 
offices was a clock with a blue face and 
gold coloured hands mounted over the 
entrance to what had been the hayloft 
but was now the Quality Department. 
The sign below the clock was made 
from individual gold coloured wooden 
letters and read: “H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward Ltd”. Although a preservation 
order had been placed on this part of 
the building, after Rolls-Royce de- 
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The prototype Phantom VI (PRH1500), which was probably the car seen by the Author in the 
aero shop at Mulliner Park Ward, having been “crashed to order” in a frontal barrier crash test. 


parted it was demolished and became 
a do-it-yourself/gardening centre. Be- 
hind the stables there were three 
single-storey buildings, the first being 
the paint shop and the other two stores. 
These buildings as they stand today 
were seen in Martin Bennett's article in 
P.5-97, after he and I visited this and 
other London coachbuilding sites in 
1996. 

To the left of the original site there 
had been a coal supply company. This 
site was cleared and developed by a 
company called Allnat. The Allinat 
building was on three floors, with our 
payroll and administration offices on 


the first and second floors. On the 
ground floor and under the single- 
storey building behind were the trim- 
ming and finishing shops. Today the 
office block is clad in dark-coloured 
glass. 

The drawing office personnel had 
their main areas of activity in the old 
Park Ward site and at the Allnat com- 
plex. Next to, and behind the Allnat 
building was a large, lofty building 
known as the aero shop. Park Ward 
had been involved in the manufacture 
of aero engine cowlings for both piston 
and early Rolls-Royce jet engines. By 
1974, when I joined Mulliner Park 


Phantom VI front wings taking shape in the pane! shop, ‘C’ Site, Hythe Road. In the left foreground 
is a wooden ‘buck’ on which panels were painstakingly built by hand. Behind are two wheeling 
machines on which panels with compound curves were formed by highly skilled craftsmen. 


Photographs courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 
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The Phantom VI ‘Special Limousine’ was an a 
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thick and fixed. This is the second Alpha Phantom, chassis PRH4732. 


Ward, the aero side of the business was 
but a memory. On one side of this 
building there was a gallery where the 
inspection office was located. The last 
remaining Inspector was John 
Condon, a wily Irishman. In a corner of 
this shop was the entrance to a dank 
cellar having the ideal conditions for 
storing the various veneers. 

Also in the aero shop, alone and 
deserted, was the first Phantom VI I 
remember seeing. It had been crashed 
to order, and was painted in a reddish 
brown with black triangles placed in a 
horizontal line to measure the amount 
of body deformation. 

After passing through the aero shop 
a dog-leg shaped passage led through 
to the Experimental Department. Road 
access, together with that of goods 
receiving inspection, was from 
Beaconsfield Road off the High Street 
to the left of the main site. The foreman 
of Experi in those days was Sid 
Fletcher, an ex-Mulliner man who was 
not liked by some but was very com- 
petent. (Upon the integration of HJ. 
Mulliner & Co. into the Park Ward site 
in the early sixties, several Mulliner 
foremen continued in that position of 
responsibility and were placed in 
charge of some long-serving Park Ward 
personnel, which gave rise to some 
resentment that was still evident in a 
few areas when I joined in 1974.) The 
goods inwards and Experi buildings 
with their brown brickwork still exist 
and may be seen in P.5-97, p.3041. 


My long time friend Brian Baigent 
(BWB), who was the drawing office 
Checker and immediately in charge of 
myself and the other draughtsmen, 
took me to Experi to see a Phantom 
under construction. This was one of 
only seven Phantom VI ‘Special Limou- 
sines’ to be built. These ‘cars were 
armour “protected” and were code- 
named ‘Alpha’. Whether this was Alpha 
5 or Alpha 6 I do not know, but I 
remember the rear doors were hung on 
massive brass butt hinges. The upper 
part of the division was glazed with two 
inch thick armoured glass set in a 
chromium-plated brass frame. It took 
four tradesmen to fit this item — two 
supporting its very considerable weight 
while the others secured it in position. 
The division glass frame had of course 
been tailor-made to the body before 
plating, and special drill bits with al- 
most straight fluting were required to 
drill into the special steel. The Alpha 
Phantoms were fitted with 16 inch 10- 
stud wheels with 7.50 x 16 tyres (front 
and spare) and 8.25 x 16 (rear). An 
extra set of tyres, and sometimes an 
extra set of wheels, were supplied with 
each car. 

The last Alpha, and the only one 
with GM400 specification (Alpha 7, 
chassis PGH115) I saw at Hythe Road 
finished in Ivory. It was destined, as 
were most of them, for a Middle East 
customer. No doubt the GM400 spec. 
power brakes gave the chauffeur more 
confidence than might have been ex- 
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rmour protected version of the Phantom VI, code-named ‘Alpha’. The window glass was two inches 


perienced on the earlier cars with the 
traditional gearbox-driven servo. 

During 1986 Peter Goodall (PG) and 
myself were asked by Ken Miller, the 
Service Centre (by that time based at 
Acton) finishing department foreman, 
to ‘buy off a Corniche that had been 
refinished under warranty, which we 
did. On the way out we noticed two 
Alphas tucked away in a corner. Both 
finished in Shell Grey, they were most 
likely Alphas 4 and 5, a pair ordered for 
a Middle Eastern Ambassador. They 
had both suffered in their desert 
domicile, having been driven at speed 
over long distances, and both were 
covered in and full of sand. 

Originally it had been planned to 
build 10 Alpha Phantoms, and the 
three unused armour units were cut up 
in 1992. The unladen weight of an 
Alpha was about 4 tons, and careful 
operation of the Hythe Road lifts was 
essential when transporting one. There 
were no ‘stop’ switches on the middle 
floor and the operator had to get it 
right, as ‘inching’ the lifts to get level 
with the floor could cause the ropes to 
slip on their drums, disabling them. In 
those days, the only people allowed to 
work the lifts were the operators sitting 
on their stools (and in an emergency, 
security) and they immobilised the lifts 
when taking their breaks. After Service 
moved to Acton, the lift control panels 
were locked in the ‘in use’ position 
allowing almost anyone to operate 
them. 
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The first time I had any real involve- 
ment with the Phantom VI was when I 
produced a drawing from a Crewe 
scheme showing the cutting line of the 
left-hand engine valance to allow 
access to the hydraulic accumulators 
for the forthcoming GM400 package. 
This package of changes to the PVI 
specification involved the fitting of the 
6.75 litre engine, GM400 automatic 
transmission and high pressure power 
braking, in order to bring the Phantom 
more into line with the other cars in the 
Rolls-Royce range. We had heard that 
a major problem that had arisen in the 
development of this package was brake 
drum failure, which had been over- 
come by fitting five-stud Alpha-type 
drums. There were also problems with 
the master cylinder pushrods, and the 
bleeding of the front brakes that was 
overcome by the fitting of a duplex 
valve, allowing both brakes to be bled 
at the same time. PG was the mech- 
anical guru at Hythe Road and spent 
much time on the resolution of these 
problems. 
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The prototype GM400 chassis was 
PRH4794, which was intended to be 
the Company Trials Car (demonstrat- 
or), the spec. for this car having been 
issued in 1973. However, by 1976 this 
chassis had been allocated to ‘Oil 
Barrel’ — the forthcoming Royal car. 
The standard PVI body was to be 
removed and stored for future re-use as 
a demonstrator. By 1977 PRH4794 had 
reverted to its original spec. as a Com- 
pany demonstrator, finished in 
Athenian Blue. I believe it was ex- 
hibited at the 1977 Motor Show. It was 
retained by Crewe development and 
registered PMB946P. It had a hard life 
and was disposed of in March 1983 to 
a hire company. PG recalls that this car 
“didn’t half go!”, adding that it “didn’t 
steer too well but it was fast!”. Incident- 
ally, PGH116, the well-known black 
over burgundy Conduit Street Trials 
Car was registered in early 1980 witha 
‘T’-suffix number plate, but later wore 
the Company 1200TU plate to conceal 
its age. It was still in use with Rolls- 
Royce as late as 1992. 


I remember our Engineering Man- 
ager Ted Holland (EH) who was the 
archetypal bull in a china shop, doing 
a “35 point turn” in the quadrangle 
outside the Park Ward offices in one of 
the Queen's ‘Canberra’ limousines 
(5AS33 or 5AT34) which MPW had 
borrowed to assist in the building of ‘Oil 
Barrel’ (a PVI equivalent of the PV 
‘Canberra’ cars, built in the Experi- 
mental Department as the ‘Canberras’ 
had been). EH finally turned the 
‘Canberra’ around and, foot to the floor, 
sped off towards Willesden bus garage 
en route to Hythe Road. Even though 
fitted with the 6.23 litre engine and 
four-speed Hydramatic gearbox, a 
Phantom V is no slouch when pressed! 
EH’s company car at the time was a 
Saffron-coloured Austin Maxi. It was 
rumoured that the roof was the only 
original panel and yes, he did reverse 
one of the Queen's cars into a bollard! 

One of the major concerns regarding 
‘Oil Barrel’ (chassis PGH101) was 
where to obtain the large moulding for 
the rear compartment ‘dome’. It was 


Alpha Phantom. The division glass was also two inches thick, and hinged at the top in lieu of the usual electrically operated division glass. Due to 
its great weight, four men were needed to install this item. 


Phantom Vi body number 20419 under construction for the first 'GM400’ specification Phantom 
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Vi, chassis PGH101, Code-named ‘Oil Barrel’, this car was built for HV The Queen and was a 
later version of the two high-roofed ‘Canberra’ limousines that had been built for Her Majesty on 


early Phantom V chassis. 


Albert Morris, an ex-Mulliner man, who 
remembered and located two spare 
mouldings lurking in the Service 
Centre, produced just in case a replace- 
ment might be required. The better of 
the two mouldings was cleaned and 


‘Oil Barrel’. The coachwork nearing chassis mounting stage. The Perspex dome fits into the large space at the rear of the car. 
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polished to as-new condition. Indeed, a 
replacement had been required some 
years earlier when one of the Royal 
chauffeurs had driven a ‘Canberra’ at 
high speed without the protective /priv- 
acy covers in place, the moulding being 
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sucked out of position. 

The Crewe drawing office sent MPW 
schemes showing the modifications 
necessary to adapt the floor pressing 
and dash to suit revisions to the 
chassis for the GM400 package and, 
from them, the MPW drawing office 
produced detail drawings enabling the 
tooling to be produced. It was my 
privilege to be driven to Hythe Road on 
several occasions by Peter Wharton 
(PJW) in his much loved Rover P6 cars. 
PJW remembered every car he had 
been involved with — he joined Park 
Ward in 1934 — and knew many of the 
original owners and, indeed, some of 
the present ones. He would remark 
“that customer is a real gentleman” or 
“the owner of that car is an awkward 
so-and-so who expects everything for 
nothing”. Only after we transferred to 
Hythe Road (the engineering depart- 
ments were the last to do so) did we see 
the Phantom build line when we visit- 
ed, on Corniche business, the brass or 
detail shops which were in 'C’ Site with 
the PVI line. The design and drawing 
offices were heavily involved in Model 
Year changes for the Corniche, which 
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PGH101, ‘Oil Barrel’, completed and ready for presentation to HM The Queen by the Soc. 


eer 


1978. The protective/privacy cover is shown in place over the Perspex dome. 


was by now only available in Convert- 
ible form, and did little PVI work. 

It was not until 1985 after joining 
Quality that I again had some PVI 
involvement. PG asked if I would like to 
accompany him on a visit to Robert 
Jankel’s premises in Weybridge to ‘buy 
off’ one of their Rolls-Royce approved 
‘stretched’ limousines, utilising the 
visit to finally road-test a Phantom VI 
— an offer nobody could refuse! The 
PVI was SCAPMOOOSEWHO8569, fin- 
ished in black with deep red interior 
and destined for Japan. The most 
surprising recollection is the perfor- 
mance of this GM400 spec. car. With 
their 6.75 litre engine these cars really 
do go! Off the line, foot to the floor, the 
acceleration could embarrass many so- 
called sports cars and ‘hairdresser’s 
coupés’. They would continue to ac- 
celerate well past the hundred mile per 
hour mark. PG drove to the area in 
Surrey where he lives, knowing the 
roads and the various surface condi- 
tions that would show up any faults in 
both body and chassis. As usual on a 
longish road run, we drove to a suitable 
hostelry for refreshments. 

Jeff Nixon (JN), foreman of the Car 
Finishing Centre, informed PG that the 
tyres on SCAPTOOO02GWH10153, a 
landaulette, seemed not to hold their 
pressure and that he would be unable 
to ‘buy off’ the car. A call was made to 
David Spokes (DRS) at Crewe about 
this problem. DRS responded that tyre 


compounds can harden, which could 
result in premature tyre wear and seal- 
ing problems. All PVI tyres at Hythe 
Road were checked, six being found to 
be past their date for fitting as new 
tyres. From the tyre serial numbers a 
recently delivered PVI was found to 
have four ‘old’ tyres, which were 
replaced. Dunlop, the tyre manufac- 
turer, was less than happy if tyres more 
than a year old were fitted to new cars. 

Another problem we had concerned 
the PVI jack, as the manufacturer was 
no longer able to supply. DRS con- 
tacted several manufacturers but none 
could help with our particular require- 
ments: a head that would locate onto 
the chassis jack slides, and a three ton 
lifting capacity. We tried an adapted 
Land-Rover jack, but after only two lifts 
we noticed that the gears were starting 
to shed metal. We ended up using an 
enormous converted 4 ton lorry jack on 
the last few Phantoms. 

One of the highlights of my career at 
MPW was driving the Queen’s second 
Phantom VI which was, indeed, her last 
Phantom. This car, chassis 
SCAPM0008HWH10415, code-named 
‘Lady Norfolk’, was similar to most PVIs 
except for the longer rear quarter win- 
dows that Her Majesty had requested 
in order to see and be seen by her loyal 
subjects. It was PUW, coming out of 
retirement, who styled this modifica- 
tion. PJW was, however, less than 
happy with the result, stating that on 


iety of Motor Manufacturers and Traders on March 29th, 
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a limousine one should never see the 
side of the rear seat squab. It was said 
that Her Majesty paid for this car her- 
self and, apart from specifying her 
usual trim and other small specific 
items, the only extra was a glass roof 
panel, with a sliding blind, to the rear 
compartment. 

Before SCAPMO008HWH10415 was 
delivered, our MD, Peter Middleton 
(PJM) and Quality Manager, John 
Castell-Evans (JCE), decided that the 
car should be given a ‘shake down’ run 
to ensure that all was well. JCE, Car 
Sales Co-ordinator Peter Hand (PEH) 
and myself left Hythe Road with PEH 
driving en route to the home of PJM in 
Maidenhead. We had tea and biscuits 
with PJM and his family and then we 
were off towards the M4, PEH again 
driving with PJM also in the front. After 
about 30 minutes PEH asked PJM if he 
would like to drive. It was obvious he 
was reluctant to do so, not having 
driven a PVI before. He was quite nerv- 
ous about driving the car — he had to 
present it to ‘herself’ the following week 
with Roger Cra’ster (Cra), the Conduit 
Street representative for Royalty and 
the like. PJM drove the last five or so 
miles back to his house, commenting 
that the Queen should be pleased with 
the car. 

PEH then asked me if I would like to 
drive, and we departed, PEH in the 
front and with JCE checking for any 
wind noise or rattles. To be at the helm 


HM Queen's second Phantom VI, chassis SCAPMO008HWH 10415, code-named ‘Lady Norfolk’, was similar to most PVis except for the longer 
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than standard rear quarter windows that Her Majesty had requested in order to see and be seen by her loyal subjects. Note that the side of the 
seat squab was visible from outside the car, a fact that was not to the liking of Peter Wharton who had come out of retirement to design the longer 
window. The recess in the headlining is the glass roof panel with its sliding blind in place. 


of Her Majesty’s new Phantom VI was 
an honour. We travelled initially 
through quiet country lanes, then JCE 
suggested we should stop for refresh- 
ments, it being by now about 5.30 p.m. 
The pub at which we stopped did not 
serve meals in the evening so we found 
a fast food restaurant and into the tight 
car park I drove, with JCE saying “you 
will not get it round”. PEH said “treat it 
just like a large Rover P4”. He was quite 
right — a PVI and a Rover P4 do handle 
in a like manner, probably due to their 
similar but different size chassis lay- 
outs. 

JCE suggested that we head for the 
M4 to try the car at motorway speeds. 
We joined the left-hand lane amongst 
commercial vehicles travelling at 65- 
70mph, then worked our way into the 
middle lane, then into the fast lane 
where traffic was travelling at 80- 
85mph. Most drivers with “our” PVI in 


their mirrors readily pulled over to let 
us pass, but there was one who would 
not, in spite of PEH using the car's front 
passenger side headlamp flashing 
switch repeatedly. It was quite obvious 
the driver knew we were behind, and 
PEH asked me to pull back a little and 
then alternately switched on the blue 
‘police’ light and flashed the headlights. 
The car in front then accelerated swiftly 
to find a space in the middle lane to let 
us through, and PEH said “floor the 
accelerator — this is how the car might 
need to be driven”, and did it go! The 
speedo seemed to race to an indicated 
105mph. 

After that burst of speed JCE decid- 
ed the ‘day’ was over and we made 
tracks for our house in Hatch End, in 
north-west London. The only fault 
found on that day was the failure of the 
instrument panel lighting which, after 
a brief check, we decided to leave for 


Bob Scammell (RVS) to rectify the next 
day. Then JCE and PEH departed to 
return the car to Hythe Road. 

The next morning RVS located the 
fault with the fascia wiring — a loose 
connection. 

To the best of my knowledge the only 
real complaint that arose about this 
last Royal Phantom concerned the rear 
seat cushion, which was not padded to 
Her Majesty's liking. Although when 
viewed without occupants the seat 
might appear standard, this is a credit 
to the trimmer's skill. The springing 
and padding on each half of the seat 
are quite different in order for Her 
Majesty and His Royal Highness to be 
seen at a similar height despite their 
differing statures. Did you ever wonder 
why the Queen always sits on the right- 
hand side? Now you know! 


To be continued 
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GLIMPSES of the PAST — 1 


Henry Ford, the Royce car, and 
the Newcomen engine 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


History reveals itself in curious 
ways. The famous and unknown have 
chance meetings, forgotten relics are 
suddenly remembered, things re- 
surface in strange surroundings. All of 
these were true of Henry Ford’s quest 
for exhibits to place in his Dearborn, 
Michigan, museum in the 1920s. 
Chance played a big part. In about 
1920 W.T. Anderson of Glover & Co., 
the Manchester cablemakers, decided 
to part with his 1904 Royce car (chassis 
15881). This was the second car Henry 
Royce had made and it was used by 
Royce’s partner and brother-in-law 
Ernest Claremont (who was also 
managing director of Glovers). In 1909 
Claremont sold it to Anderson for his 
use as contracts manager. 

William Thompson Anderson (1870- 
1957) of Old Trafford first joined John 
Hetherington & Sons, Manchester, 
before moving to F.H. Royce & Co. in 
1893 as an ‘outside erector’. He joined 
Glover in 1901 and worked for them for 
five years in Mexico (his obituary 
claimed it was for Royce). He used the 
Royce car constantly from 1909 and it 
was a familiar sight around Man- 
chester still with its original body. 

He first tried to sell or give the car to 
the Science Museum in London. They 
refused because they needed space for 
a large Francis Thompson steam 
engine (Newcomen type, dated 1791) 
and Trevithick railtrack acquired in 
April 1920. Next he tried Rolls-Royce 
themselves but they had just been 
given a 1907 2-cylinder in 1920 (chas- 
sis 20165 which Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd still use) and were about to 
scrap the third Royce itself shortly 
after! The first Royce had disappeared 
even earlier and some of its parts 
reused on the second Royce. 

Knowing the historic importance of 
his car, the oldest Royce motor relic, 
Anderson kept it for several more years 
but was becoming a bit fed up with 
official indifference. He had himself 


started the publicity in 1917 which led 
to the Science Museum acquiring the 
18th century Thompson engine and 
which Henry Ford now got to hear 
about. Some years later Ford contacted 
Anderson because he was anxious to 
obtain an early Newcomen engine for 
his museum. Robert Newcomen’s 
engine was the world’s first piston- 
operated steam engine, running by 1712. 

It is not clear if Anderson tried to 
interest Ford in the Royce car but he 
did eventually lead him to a Newcomen 
engine at Fairbottom near Ashton- 
under-Lyne near Manchester “thinking 
it were better cared for in America than 
a ruin in Ashton”. This beam engine, 
dated in some sources as 1705, was 
used to pump water from the Cannel 
mine. Its bobbing action resulted in its 
name ‘Fairbottom Bobs’. It became 
derelict by 1840. Thus did Ford finally 
get his engine in March 1929 with the 
Science Museum building a replica. 
Ford’s Dearborn museum acquired 
many old mill engines, more than any 
British museum, and used H.T. Morton 
of Ford’s Trafford Park car factory in 
Manchester to make arrangements. It 
is thought the engine has recently been 
returned to England. 

At around this time Anderson got 


The oldest Royce motor relic, the engine 
(right) and gearbox (below) of the second 
Royce car (15881), our front cover car, as 
displayed at the Museum of Science and 


Industry in Manchester. Where is the rest of 


the car? Photographs by the Editor. 


his stroke of luck when lunching one 
day at the Engineers’ Club in Albert 
Square, Manchester. A fellow diner was 
Professor Gerard Stoney of the College 
of Technology in Sackville Street. 
Stoney was interested in Manchester 
relics for a possible museum and 
bought the Royce car when Anderson 
told him of his situation. Stoney con- 
signed it to the College basement. 

There it sat, latterly with its body 
and chassis removed and dispersed, 
until 1950 when it was re-discovered 
by Professor H. Wright-Baker. He dis- 
played the engine and gearbox in the 
imposing entrance. It was also taken to 
the old Cooke Street works in 1954 for 
the 50th anniversary of Rolls-Royce. 
Brian D. Norris of Cockshoots recalled 
that when the Rolls-Royce chairman 
Lord Hives came to the anniversary 
display he noted that only in 
Manchester would you put Royce 
before Rolls! From 1958 the engine and 
gearbox were in the new Royce 
Laboratory. Years later it went to the 
Museum of Science and Industry in 
Manchester where it is now perman- 
ently displayed. A search of the old 
College basement has not revealed the 
Royce chassis itself ! But for a moment’s 
reflection or better timing this historic 
car might have resided complete in the 
Ford collection and history might have 
been better served. 
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A fine study by the Author of SFC 138. This 1952 Silver Dawn is owner-maintained to a high standard. Nevertheless, an 
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unpredictable rear wheel bearing collapse disabled the car upon arrival at last year’s Federal Rally. 


Helga and her Chief Minder hide their faces 


A day in the life of a wheel bearing 


By Lloyd Missen (N.S. W.) 


The following article describes work on 
Lloyd Missen’‘s 1952 Silver Dawn, but the 
Information applies equally to the Silver 
Wraith and the Bentley Mk VI/R-type. 


The nineteen crews of the Southern 
Aurora Overlander to the 1998 Federal 
Rally had five enjoyable days of 
camaraderie and motoring in proper 
cars as they travelled together down the 
south eastern coast from Sydney to 
Phillip Island off southern Victoria. 

On the outskirts of their destination 
Cowes, the cars of this loose convoy, 
now amongst other traffic, were joined 
by a smaller group of cars of the same 
breed, bearing A.C.T. number plates. 
Suddenly they were all enveloped in 
smoke. It seemed the screen was being 
laid by a vehicle up front. “Surely not a 
PMC” was the cry! 

It soon became clear that this em- 
barrassing trail of smoke was being laid 


by a PMC, a 1952 Silver Dawn, ‘Helga’. 


Helga and her chief 
minder hide their faces. 


Helga (SFC 138) for letting go at such 
a moment, her chief minder for not 
having been able to prevent such an 
on-road failure, despite careful pre- 
Overlander preparations. But would 
this have been possible? 

Members may be interested in the 
nature of the failure, the trouble it 
caused, the eventual repair, and action 
now taken in the hope of avoiding any 
future occurrence. 


Checks, experiences and 
warnings 


I thought that prior to the 11,000+ 
km. 1997 Coast to Coast Overlander, I 
had carried out a thorough examin- 
ation (see London & Derby, November 
1997 et al) of our 1952 Silver Dawn, 
Helga, so named because she goes up 


hills like a Norwegian skier: effortlessly. 

It was purely an oversight that my 
pre-Overlander preparations for that 
tour did not include any check of the 
rear wheel bearings. I had certainly 
considered them as a potential failure 
point, as the only lubrication they 
receive is by the grease sealed in the 
bearing during manufacture, and that 
could have been forty-five years ago in 
the case of Helga. They are not lubri- 
cated, for example, by oil from the dif- 
ferential housing. I had even been 
through the exercise of diagnosing and 
replacing a defective wheel bearing, 
some years earlier, in our 1968 Rover 
3.5 Litre Coupé. On that occasion Shir- 
ley and I, over some weeks, took turns 
riding in the rear seat of the Rover, 
attempting to confirm the cause of the 
noise we were hearing. Finally, we both 
agreed it was bearing rumble emanat- 
ing from the rear left-hand side. How- 
ever, after replacing that bearing there 
was no change and we sought an expert 
to check our faulty diagnosis. After a 
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Diagrams courtesy of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd 


Figures 1 and 2: Section through rear axle shaft and road wheel ball bearings for (left) Bentley Mk VI ‘A’ and ‘8’ series and (right) ‘Bentley Mk VI 
C’ series and onwards, Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn and Bentley R-type. 


1 & 12. Spigot plate. 
2 & 13. Bearing housing. 
3 & 14, Adjusting piece. 


drive around the block our Rover 
mechanic friend confirmed that it cer- 
tainly sounded like a wheel bearing and 
at the rear left hand side, but com- 
mented that actual location of car 
noises is always tricky. There was no 
mistaking the location when we jacked 
up the rear right hand wheel and 
rotated it via the engine. It is always 
good practice to change bearings on 
both sides, anyway. Perhaps this ex- 
perience with the Rover lulled me into 
a sense of feeling you have plenty of 
notice before eventual failure, once you 
hear the first bearing rumble from the 
driving position. I now know that this 
is not so. 

In the case of Helga I was actually 
given a hint of possible bearing trouble 
a year earlier, during the last few 
kilometres of the Coast to Coast Over- 
lander as we approached Fremantle. I 
commented to Shirley that I could hear 
an occasional faint wheel bearing or 
tail-shaft universal joint. 

In Fremantle I sought the help of a 
Western Australian Branch member 
and we drove the car in a back street 
swerving from side to side attempting 


4 & 15. Ball bearing. 
5 & 16. Spring plate. 
6 & 17. Axle tube. 


7 & 18. Collar. 
8 & 19. Bolt. 


to determine the cause. In theory, the 
rumble from a faulty wheel bearing 
should change with variations in axial 
loading, but not if a faulty universal 
joint. However, the in-cabin rumble 
was so faint and spasmodic that this 
test was unsuccessful. On the hoist 
only the very faintest ‘flat spot’ or 
momentary restriction could be felt on 
one rear wheel when rotated slowly by 
hand. No action was taken. 

However, during the next 1,000 km. 
after leaving Fremantle, for the even- 
tual return to Sydney, the in-cabin 
rumble increased slightly to the point 
that it was clearly characteristic of a 
faulty universal joint. I replaced all 
three universals in Albany and not the 
slightest hint of any in-cabin bearing 
noise has been heard since, in more 
than 7,000 km. of running. Not, that is, 
until the last 100 or so kilometres of the 
1,200 km. run to Phillip Island. First 
there was a momentary slowing on two 
hills, then some ‘clicks’, and only then 
the unmistakable bearing rumble. I 
reduced speed, hoping to reach our 
Rally hotel in Cowes before complete 
failure. I now know that the rapid col- 


9 & 20. Nut, wheel studs. 


10 & 21. Axle shaft. 
11 & 22. Distance piece. 


lapse of the bearing on the outskirts of 
Cowes was due to the ‘cage’, designed 
to separate the balls within the bearing, 


Helga and her chief minder hide their faces! 


Figure 3: Rear axle assembly. 


1, Axle shaft. 4, Collar. 
2. Spigot plate. 


3. Adjusting piece. 


splitting, allowing the balls to bunch 
together in the race. The axle shaft 
therefore, was no longer positively lo- 
cated radially, allowing contact be- 
tween brake drum and shoes, hence 
the smoke. 

When this occurred I pulled over, as 
did a number of Club members travell- 
ing behind. George Shores [(A.C.T.) 
helped me remove a rather warm brake 
drum. I was sure it was a bearing 
failure, but the reason for the smoke 
was not clear at that stage, and I 
wanted to make sure it was not a dis- 
lodged lining. 

There was no apparent damage to 
the brake linings, shoes or mechanism. 
I backed off the brake shoe adjustment 
and drove very slowly the last kilometre 
to our Rally Hotel car park. 


What to do with a 
collapsed wheel bearing 
while touring 


Replacement of a wheel bearing 
should not be a big deal. Lets face it, 
here are millions of them out there in 
vehicles on the roads every day. Bear- 
ing suppliers and garages are obviously 
geared up to meet such emergencies. 

Three things are needed for wheel 
bearing replacement: 

1. A new bearing. 2. A new ‘collar’ 
(see figures 1 & 2). This is an inter- 
ference fit on the axle shaft and it is 


5. Spring plate. 
6. Ball bearing. 
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7, Housing. 
8. Distance piece. 
9. Axle tube. 


only this that holds the wheel bearing 
on the axle shaft, and hence the axle 
shaft and attached wheel onto the car. 
Obviously, for safety reasons it would 
be foolish to fit the old collar. Most 
garages would not do this, even in an 
emergency. The old collar is usually 
destroyed during removal anyway. 

The third requirement is a garage 
with a 20 tonne press, firstly to remove 
the old collar and bearing, then to press 
the new bearing and finally the new 
collar onto the axle shaft. 

I had the axle shaft out of the car 
shortly after arrival at the hotel car 
park in Cowes. Fortunately, there was 
no obvious damage to the axle shaft or 
bearing housing. Further, the brake 
drum, brake shoes, linings and 
mechanism were all quite sound, con- 
firming that Helga had not been driven 
very far with her wheel bearing in the 
collapsed state. But collapsed it had, 
the side grease seal had parted showing 
a split cage and consequently unevenly 
spaced balls. I sat in gravel in the car 
park contemplating the evidence on my 
lap, thanking Helga for hanging on to 
the very end of the five day, 1,200 km. 
Overlander, before failing. Any earlier 
and I would now be beside the road, 
and not have the luxury of a hotel, and 
time to determine my next move. Then 
a Rally member walked up to me, 
looked down and exclaimed “I have just 
been through that. A Rolls-Royce bear- 
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ing is $980. I had my daughter buy one 
in the U.K. for $600 and post it out. It 
cost $170 in Customs. I now under- 
stand one can fit a standard bearing”. 
Rolls-Royce do not make bali-bearings 
but rely on bearing manufactures, as 
do all car manufacturers and the whole 
of industry. Considering the number in 
service, ball-bearing manufacture is 
probably one of the most highly 
developed industrial processes, con- 
firmed by their usually incredibly low 
price. I always check bearing suppliers 
for any replacement in the first in- 
stance anyway. I would need two bear- 
ings as I intended replacing both sides, 
so the adaptation of a standard bearing 
would have to be investigated because 
of the high cost of doing otherwise. 
Further I needed collars and it seemed 
these were not readily available from 
sources in Australia. I decided to utilise 
my NRMA Gold Plus Membership to 
have Helga transported back to my 
home in Sydney free of charge. 

Shirley and I were booked on the 
post-rally ‘From Bottom to Top’ Tour. 
We completed this without Helga, 
thanks to the many kind offers from 
other members to ride with them. 


Repair 


Bearings: 

Rolls-Royce used a metric bearing 
design, the width of the outer race 
being 25mm and the inner race 35mm 
(see Figures 1 and 2), which makes it 
somewhat non-standard. As bearings 
of this design could not be located in 
Australia, I decided on using a readily 
available bearing with the correct outer 
and inner diameter and satisfactory 
design for both axial and radial loads, 
(Note: ball-bearings designed for use as 
wheel bearings have appreciable axial 
end float) but with both outer and inner 
races of 25mm width. The narrower 
inner race simply necessitated turning 
a 5mm spacing washer to allow correct 
axial alignment of the outer race in the 
bearing housing. Only one such 
washer was needed for the inner race 
for each wheel, as the collar would 
simply be pressed further on the axle 
shaft to accommodate the 5mm reduc- 
tion of the other face of the inner race. 

When I removed the other axle shaft 
for replacement of its bearing, as a 
matter of good practice, I found that the 
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bearing was ofa different manufacture, 
indicating that the wheel bearing on at 
least one side had already been 
replaced by a previous owner. Further, 
the circular ring for positive axial loca- 
tion of the outer race (i.e. adjusting 
piece, item 14 in Fig. 2 and item 3, Fig. 
3) was missing. After de-greasing, some 
erosion of the bearing surface in the 
outer race was also evident indicating 
that its life was also limited. 

New bearings for both sides were 
obtained ‘off the shelf, from Con- 
solidated Bearing Service (Artarmon, 
N.S.W.). I turned two 5mm spacing 
washers to accommodate the standard 
bearings, and a new circular ring (ad- 
justment piece) to clamp the outer race. 
The radial thickness of the latter was 
dimensioned to provide a zero to 
0.002in. ‘nip’ between the bearing 
housing and spigot plate, when the 
outer race was installed. 

Collars: 

Collars were not available from the 
Sydney agent. These can be turned 
from high tensile steel. The Silver 
Dawn/Bentley Mk VI/Silver Wraith 
Service Handbook quotes the collar to 
shaft interference fit for all models (i.e. 
0.0038in. to 0.0046in. for C series and 
onwards). Overall dimensions can be 
taken from an old collar. 

Rather than attempt to turn these 
on my small lathe I opted to have a 
contact turn them in his machine shop. 
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I would have had to borrow measuring 
equipment for the approximate 
1.769in. diameter internal bore, and I 
did not want to take any chances in 
achieving the correct interference fit. 


Dismantling and 
re-assembly 


Having obtained the necessary com- 
ponents for repair it is necessary to 
locate a reliable shop with a suitable 
press, firstly to remove the collar then 
the bearing, where a suitable extractor 
plate is needed to support the bearing 
housing, and finally to press the new 
bearing, then new collar onto the axle 
shaft. Large forces are needed for each 
of these operations and the axle shaft 
and components can easily be 
damaged unless great care is taken. I 
was not keen to use heat for any of 
these operations. It was necessary to 
grind a flat on the collar reducing its 
radial thickness at one point to relax 
the stress in the steel, then to grind a 
circumferential groove to allow a plate 
to be clamped to the collar for support, 
thus allowing withdrawal from the axle 
shaft in the press. The bearing also has 
an interference fit to the axle shaft 
(specified as 0.0006in. to 0.0014in.). 
More than 10 tonnes were needed to 
extract the old bearings. 

Once the new bearing and collar are 
in place, assembly of the axle shaft in 


the axle tube, attachment of the brake 
system and subsequent brake adjust- 
ment is quite straightforward. 

Prior to this, care was taken to 
remove any traces of swarf from the 
failed bearing remaining in the axle 
tube, and to drain, flush and re-fill the 
differential. 


Action taken hoping to 
avoid any similar on-road 
inconvenience. 


A periodic check of the rear wheel 
bearings is now included in the main- 
tenance schedule for Helga. For this I 
intend jacking up the rear wheels and 
rotating each carefully by hand, first 
very slowly, then quickly, checking for 
any discontinuity of sound or feel, ob- 
viously backing off the brake adjust- 
ment if there is any rubbing. When I did 
this with the new bearings installed, 
both sounded and felt very smooth. I 
will also rotate each wheel in turn via 
the engine. As this check may not be 
foolproof, considering the rapid bearing 
failure just experienced, I now have two 
spare collars and will carry one 
together with a spare bearing in Helga’s 
toolkit. 

P.S. Learn from Helga — don’t let this 


happen to you. y 


Photographs by the Author 


Left to right: The old bearings, adjusting piece (re-used), one collar (discarded), two spring plates (re-used), new bearings, 
new adjusting piece, two 5mm spacing washers (to accommodate bearings with 25mm wide inner race) and two new 


collars. 
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Are we only custodians? If so, for whom are we holding these cars? Where are all the young people in our movement? 


PRAECLARVM 


Over the Horizon 


What does the future hold for our movement? 


By George Shores (A.C.T.) 


Our preoccupation with the past in 
the present should include a plan for 
the future, so that is why I ask: “where 
are all the young people in our move- 
ment?”. 

Look about you at the next meeting, 
event or social gathering. See if you can 
spot anyone born after the introduction 
of the Silver Shadow (October 1965). 
My guess is that they are very thin on 
the ground. Although we are fond of 
pontificating that “we are not the 
owners of these cars but merely their 
custodians”, who will be about in 20, 
30, 40 or more years to take over this 
custodianship? Will our cars sit 
around unused in museums where 
they might be marvelled at, but only in 
passing, or perhaps become like rare 
stamps — precious because of their 
scarcity but too valuable to be used? Or 
will they become ‘collectibles’ for the 
very rich, never used and seldom seen? 

Any of these fates would be a crying 
shame. I can’t think of a more inspiring 
sight than a Silver Ghost gliding along 
a highway at speed, effortlessly and 
majestically sweeping by modern traf- 
fic, or a good Silver Shadow used as an 
everyday family car. Yes, some, a very 
few, are used in this manner, and their 
owners are to be admired for their good 
sense. 


I believe that most young people 
have little or no conception of what a 
Rolls-Royce motor car actually is. A 
young department store sales assistant 
recently assured me that the item I had 
just baulked at buying, due to its high 
price, was “the Rolls-Royce of ... ” its 
type. When I asked him what that 
phrase meant he replied that it was 
“the best”, but when I persisted and 
asked why it meant that, he admitted 
that he did not know. 

To help me understand where our 
movement might be heading, I have 
since asked several people under 30 
what they know of Rolls-Royce motor 
cars, and although some had vague 
ideas about quality and expensive 
status symbols, a common answer was 
“it's an English car something like a 
Jag”! The recent squabble for owner- 
ship as reported in the media was also 
remarked upon by some, but no real 
interest was expressed. 

By my reckoning, our future is grim. 
I am referring to the likelihood of at- 
tracting younger people into our ranks, 
and not to the likely impact of the 
controversial sale of the Company and 
the subsequent separation of the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley marques, which in 
my view did not just close a Chapter in 
the Rolls-Royce story, but the Book 
itself. 

Can we guard against such a bleak 
future? I believe so, and think that the 


time to act is at hand. Interest in our 
cars and their history seems to be 
dwindling. We need to look further 
ahead than just a few years. I think we 
need to attend to two things immedi- 
ately. 

The first is to explode the myth that 
these cars are so complicated and ex- 
pensive that the ordinary person with 
normal commonsense should never 
dare to work on them. Complicated? 
Yes. Too complicated? Not at all. Many 
thousands of words have been written 
on the technical aspects of our cars, 
and many of those who have ‘hands on’ 
experience are more than willing to give 
valuable advice. As far as cost is con- 
cerned, if one is willing to do some of 
the work the cost is reduced dramatic- 
ally. 

Secondly, we need to give the car- 
loving public more exposure to our 
cars. We need to show that this is not 
necessarily a hobby reserved for the 
wealthy, but a practical, rewarding and 
affordable interest, with ample scope to 
start modestly. We should show that 
we are an active and supportive club, 
with members prepared to use their 
cars and to guide and assist new 
owners. Any show of interest, par- 
ticularly by younger people, should be 
encouraged, and their questions 
answered willingly. You never know, we 
may be speaking to a future Silver 
Ghost owner. i 
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The 
Rolls-Royce 
25/30 h.p. and Wraith 


A 
Garplete 
lassics 
Pabhcation By Bernard L. King 


‘The ROLLS-ROYCE 25/30 h.p. and Wraith’ 
by Bernard L. King. Published by Complete 
Classics, Coulsdon, England. Complete 
Classics No.2. 252 pages, over 220 illustra- 
tions. Available from the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia (New South 
Wales Branch) Club Shop, P.O. Box 2754, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001. $50.00 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


In this offering on the 25/30hp and 
Wraith cars, Bernard King (not to be con- 
fused with namesake Australian chef and 
acerbic TV talent quest judge) continues 
the fine work begun by Tom Clarke (and 
himself, as collaborator) in the preceding 
companion volume on the 20/25hp 
(P.4-97, p.3008). King maintains the same 
format and layout of subject matter and 
chapter headings so successfully employ- 
ed in the first of the Complete Classics 
series, and discussed in detail in the 
PRAECLARUM review mentioned above. 

Upon first acquaintance with this new 
book, | pondered the suitability of includ- 
ing the Wraith with the 25/30, despite their 
engines having the same swept volume 
(4,257cc), Ashared cubic capacity aside, 
there are substantial differences between 
the two types, notably in engine and 
chassis design. But | am satisfied by the 
author's explanation which obviously an- 
ticipated such a question. He justifies 
combining both in the one book by point- 
ing out that the Wraith did in fact continue 
the small horsepower range; and that the 
combined total of 25/30hp and Wraith 
chassis production is small enough to war- 
rant them being covered in one volume. 
Fair enough. 

The Wraith component of the book 
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benefits from updated material supplied 
by Tom Clarke from his records, and from 
his encouragement during preparation of 
this volume. Clarke is, of course, the 
acclaimed author of a definitive tome 
(P.5-86, p.1220) on the 25/30hp Wraith (to 
use its correct designation). 

The word-processing shortcomings 
identified in the review of the 20/25 book 
appear to have been addressed andrec- 
tified here, giving a much more pleasing 
and professional result. But it is disappoint- 
ing to note that mis-alignment of photo 
captions persists, pages 45, 87 and 164 
providing some examples. Is it really that 
difficult to get the captioning right? 

Only a few errors mar an otherwise 
impeccable publication. On page 12 the 
Wraith engine capacity is given as 
4247cc, while page 21 speaks of the main 
oil supply pipe “fowling” in the slot 
provided in the engine guard. Perhaps 
chicken wire could have been used to fix 
it! | also question the author's assertion 
that the Wraith has “surely the highest sur- 
vival rate of any Rolls-Royce model”. Sure- 
ly not? | think that perhaps he forgot to 
add the word “pre-war” to that sentence. 

The photo section is again of high 
standard, with a large and varied selec- 
tion of cars illustrated. For me, the most 
astonishing picture was that of Wraith 
WLB1, rebodied with James Young saloon 
coachwork to design SW10 of late 1950s 
vintage. This modernised pre-war car 
looks for all the world like a Silver Cloud. 
But why someone would want to so 
drastically alter (did | say desecrate?) a 
Wraith thusis another question altogether. 

It’s good to see cars with Australian 
connections feature amongst the photos. 
There is Wraith WMB88, the James Young 
saloon coupé owned by the appropriate- 
ly-surnamed and -initialled Victoria 
Branch stalwart Russell Rolls; 25/30 GUN26, 
a Hooper limousine that | believe made its 
Australian debut at the 1992 Victoria 
Branch Concours d’Elegance; and GLPS, 
a 1938 25/30 sporting a sleek fixed-head 
coupé body by Fisher and Ludlow, be- 
lieved to have been transferred from 
another car and fitted by Kellow-Falkiner. 
An Australian-delivered car, GLP5 left 
these shores for Canada in 1946, 

In the chapter titled “Good Use of a 
25/30 and Wraith’, the author slips in a 
subtle ‘plug’ for the Real Car Co. in North 


Wales, whose name also features in many 
of the photo credits. There is also a full- 
page advertisement for this specialist 
dealer in Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
and spares. | have no problem with any of 
this. Especially if such advertising — both 
tasteful and relevant — helps lower the 
cost of production, allowing the high- 
quality Complete Classics series of books 
to be sold at affordable prices for all en- 
thusiasts to enjoy and treasure. 


ROLLS-ROYCE ENTHUSIASTS’ CLUB 


LORD NORTHCLIFFE 


— and the early years of Rolls-Royce 


Hugh Driver 


HISTORICAL SERIES No. 27 


‘Lord Northcliffe - and the early years of 
Rolls-Royce’ by Hugh Driver; Historical 
Series No. 27, published by the Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts’ Club, 1998. 128 pages, over 50 
iftustrations; £5.00 to members, otherwise 
£7.50, from the R.R.E.C., the Hunt House, 
Paulerspury, Northants NN12 7NA, England. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


This book represents the maiden app- 
earance of the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts’ 
Club as publisher in the Historical Series, 
which begs the question as to why Tom 
Clarke’s Claremont monograph (P. 1-96, 
P.2697) was not produced under the aus- 
pices of the R.R.E.C. in the same Series, 
into which its content and format would 
have fitted admirably. Claremont was, 
after all, Henry Royce’s only business part- 
ner and an important figure in the Rolls- 
Royce story. That question aside, the 
subject of this review is another worthy 
addition to the Historical Series. Written by 
the aptly-named Mr. Driver, it is a useful 
account of early motoring in Britain and 
the pioneers who left their indelible stamp 
on the evolution and development of the 
motor car. 

Not least of these pioneers was Sir 


Alfred Harmsworth, who was elevated to 
the peerage as Lord Northcliffe in 1905 (for 
the sake of convenience, this review will 
emulate the book by using only the latter 
name throughout). Born in 1865 into a 
wealthy family, Northcliffe developed an 
interest in bicycling. He combined the 
sport with a passion for writing, contribut- 
ing articles to specialist cycling journals. 
This involvement with the printed word 
eventually led to Northcliffe becoming, in 
Driver’s estimation, “the greatest news- 
paper magnate ever to emerge from 
Fleet Street” — a precursor of Rupert 
Murdoch, in terms of power, influence 
and connections. Northcliffe founded the 
Daily Mail in 1896, later adding the Daily 
Mirror and the prestigious Times to his 
‘stable’. 

His fascination for two-wheeled pedal 
transport gravitated, logically it would 
seem, towards the new-fangled motor 
car, then taking its first, tentative steps 
around the turn of this century (which, 
incidentally, does not end until December 
31st, 2000!). This interest in automobiles 
was fostered by Northcliffe’s association 
with many of British motoring’s movers and 
shakers of the day: people like Charles 
Rolls, John Scott-Montagu, Henry 
Edmunds (later dubbed the “godfather of 
Rolls-Royce’), Henry Royce and Claude 
Johnson. 

Indeed, it was his close friendship with 
the latter that saw Northcliffe exert a 
profound influence on the products of the 
Rolls-Royce Company during its formative 
years. Private correspondence between 
Northcliffe and Johnson forms the back- 
bone of this extensively researched 
volume by Hugh Driver, supplemented by 
Northcliffe’s own diary entries, and add- 
itional material from Max Pemberton. 
Incidentally, we also learn that it was 
Northcliffe who talked Pemberton into 
writing his celebrated Royce biography. 

As Northcliffe’s passion for motoring 
blossomed, he became a prolific pur- 
chaser of automobiles. No matter what 
their means of propulsion, he embraced 
them all. His motor house became home 
to a variety of Panhard and Mercedes 
machines, alongside Serpollet steam cars 
and Columbia electric carriages. A par- 
ticular fondness for electric cars, with their 
characteristic silence, smoothness and 
cleanliness, partly prompted Northcliffe’s 
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subsequent advocacy of the Rolls-Royce 
V-8 Legalimit and Landaulet. But before 
that, Northcliffe regularly entered his cars 
in motoring trials, races and hill climbs, 
albeit never as driver. While convinced of 
the motor car’s merit and promise as a 
means of transport, he was wary, nervous 
even, of the potential for disaster and 
destruction a speeding automobile pos- 
sessed. This view was reinforced when two 
close friends were killed in a car crash in 
France, and again when his brother's 
chauffeur caused a fatal hit-run accident 
which reflected adversely on the 
Harmsworth family. He became a strong 
campaigner for road safety awareness, 
and was Instrumental in introducing road 
hazard warning and speed restriction 
signs. 

When Claude Johnson joined C.S. Rolls 
& Co., Northcliffe began taking a close 
interest in the Company's development 
and fortunes, but never in the actual run- 
ning of its affairs. Even later, when fellow- 
newspaper owner, Canadian Max Aitken 
(the future Lord Beaverbrook), began 
making life at Rolls-Royce unpleasant with 
his meddling at Board level, Northcliffe’s 
tactful approach to Aitken to ‘pull his 
head in’ (or words to that effect), made 
at Johnson’s behest, was reluctant at 
best. But Northcliffe left perhaps his 
greatest mark on Rolls-Royce when they 
produced, at his suggestion, a few ex- 
amples of a V-8 engined motor car in 
1905-1906. His liking for electric vehicles, 
coupled with a desire for motor cars in- 
capable of exceeding a ‘safe speed’, 
reached fruition in a bonnetless landaulet 
reminiscent of contemporary electric car- 
riages, and a speed-governed car of 
more conventional appearance, both 
powered by a compact 90-degree V-8 
engine of Royce’s design. The latter car, 
dubbed the Legalimit, was actually pur- 
chased by Northcliffe and used by him, 
but not, evidently, for very long. While 
acknowledging that their reliability was a 
problem, the book’s author firmly refutes 
the perception that the Rolls-Royce 
Legalimit and Landaulet were “abstract 
freaks” or “flirtations with folly”, as Pem- 
berton and Bird & Hallows respectively put 
it. Driver adds that production of the 
Legalimit, brief though it was, significantly 
strengthened Northcliffe’s admiration for 
Henry Royce and Rolls-Royce Ltd. 
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Giving into friendly but unrelenting per- 
suasion by Claude Johnson, whose 
marketing talents would put many of 
today’s Madison Avenue moguls to 
shame, Lord and Lady Northcliffe 
changed their allegiance from Mercedes 
to Rolls-Royce, eventually purchasing a 
succession of 40/50hp landaulets. In 1910, 
when ‘CJ’ believed that the Northcliffes 
were close to making a decision to buy 
Rolls-Royce, he wrote them an impassion- 
ed letter adding, “Please forgive my 
greed, but | shall never be happy until you 
give up using cars made by our natural 
enemy, the German, and adopt home- 
made goods”, That appeal takes on a 
chilling, ironic ring in the light of events 88 
years later. 

Driver reveals Northcliffe’s preference 
for Kellner coachwork over the best that 
Barker could offer. So much so that he 
insisted on transferring the Paris-built lan- 
daulet body from his second 40/50hp to 
the third chassis of the type he purchased 
in 1913. 

A swift convert to the delights of Rolls- 
Royce motoring, Northcliffe continued to 
suggest improvements to the range. The 
self-starter and electric lighting, already 
popular on other quality motor cars, were 
two more items implemented by the 
Company at Northcliffe’s instigation. They 
also sat up and took notice when 
Northcliffe encouraged their plans to 
produce Rolls-Royce cars in the U.S.A. for 
the American market. 

Throughout its fascinating and well- 
illustrated pages, Driver’s monograph on 
Northcliffe affords an insightful look at this 
flamboyant figure who had such a 
profound influence on early motoring and 
the Rolls-Royce Company. We are shown 
ample evidence of his charming yet 
forceful personality, and even permitted 
a glimpse of his motor-minded mistress, 
Kathleen Wrohan, whom Driver upholds 
as an example of the “public/private 
double life (led by) men like Northcliffe, 
Montagu of Beaulieu and Johnson”, 

This volume, which should be on the 
bookshelf of every devotee of Rolls-Royce 
history, concludes with an Appendix out- 
lining two abortive attempts by Charles 
Rolls in 1908 to interest the Daily Mail and, 
by extension, Northcliffe (already a keen 
aviation enthusiast) in acquiring an aero- 
plane for Rolls’s use. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1921 Silver Ghost (76JG) complete rolling 
chassis with all instruments, lights, etc., with 
all numbers matching, in running order. 
Partially completed restoration project. Tim- 
ber frame completed for new tourer body in 
keeping with original Australian style. 
$115,000. Lachlan Ely 03-9720-0320 (h) 
03-987 9-3993 (w) or 0418-36-6721 


1931 Phantom Il Continental (61GX) Hoop- 
er sports saloon. Very good mechanically and 
coachwork in good condition. Original hand- 
book, history and full-size mascot. Asking 
$110,000. Peter Prangnell 02-6933-1260 


tinental touring saloon. The last of the cars 
delivered new to the historic Hunter Valley 
property ‘Tocal’. Original and very sound 
throughout. Recent new pistons, camshaft 
and followers, main bearings, brake linings, 
kingpins, tyres. 4th owner 22 years. $120,000 
o.n.o. Max Houston 02-4373-1277 (w) 
02-4373-1052 (h) 


1935 20/25 (GBJ78) Thrupp & Maberly 
saloon. Immediate sale owing to illness. One 
Club member owner since 1958. Maintained 
by Alex Brown (please contact Alex for 
detailed report, 02-9743-3121). Original in 
every important detail with great foundation 
for restoration. May registration. Offered at 
$70,000 but reasonable offer will be accept- 
ed. Joy Donaid 02-9358-5821 


1937 25/30 (GMP70) Hooper saloon. Black 
and ivory. Mechanically sound, driven 
regularly, meticulously maintained. Winner of 
numerous awards including Car of the Scot- 
tish Motor Show, 1937. Full (N.S.W.) reg- 
istration. $45,000. Vivien Reed 02-9310-0200 


Cars For Sale 


Se read 


1936 Bentley 41% Litre (B155HM) Roger Fry 
drophead coupé in the style of Gurney Nut- 
ting. Restored at 86,431 miles, about 2,500 
miles since and carefully maintained to con- 
cours standard. Overall Winner and Best 
Restoration, 1992 Federal Concours, 
numerous other awards since including 
Masters Class winner 1995 Federal Con- 
cours. No mechanical problems, starts on the 
button. Tools. Asking $175,000. Eric Cecil 
03-6224-7717 (‘phone & FAX) 


1947 Silver Wraith (WYA48) Park Ward 
saloon. Black with deep burgundy leather 
interior. Completely restored and in original 
condition. Whitewall tyres, manual gearbox. 
Mechanically perfect, with complete history 
since delivery in 1948. $55,000 o.n.o. Robert 
Green 0417-017177 or colors@caramail.com 
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1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper ‘Teviot' 
touring limousine. Midnight Blue with grey 
hide upholstery. Featured on the front cover, 
PRAECLARUM 2-96. A truly magnificent ex- 
ample of the desirable and road manageable 
short chassis model with manual gearbox. 
Fitted with electric division, sunshine roof, 
cocktail cabinet, picnic tables and other 
luxury features. R.100 headlamps. Mechani- 
cally superb, runs sweetly and quietly and 
pulls strongly. Has travelled only about 2,000 
miles since complete restoration to the 
highest standard. Mint handbook. Nothing to 
spend. $75,000 firm. Michael Zwar 
02-6026-2336 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B199LH) Ivory. Delight- 
ful car. Mechanically excellent, driven reg- 
ularly, meticulously maintained. Full (N.S.W.) 
registration. $30,000. Vivien Reed 
02-9310-0200 


Cars For Sale 


1950 Silver Wraith (WHD6) H.J. Mulliner 
limousine. Electric division and windows. 
Paint needs touching up, woodwork excel- 
lent. Fully licensed. Cheapest Silver Wraith in 
Australia. $39,000. Mick Rust 0418-91 -5356 
or FAX 08-9379-1261 


1951 Silver Wraith (WHD57) Park Ward six- 
light saloon. 104,000 miles. Australian 
delivery. $38,000. Philip Grant 03-9525-6131 


1952 Silver Dawn (SKE44) Rare long boot 
with manual gearbox. Original condition, ex- 
cellent mechanicals. $38,000. Philip Grant 
03-9525-6131 


1953 Bentley R-type (B453SP) Big bore, big 
boot saloon. Silver grey. Manual gearbox. 
Offers around $40,000. K.D. Genders 
08-8323-7791 (‘phone & FAX) 
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1967 Bentley T Series (CBH2088) H.J. Mul- 
liner, Park Ward two-door saloon. Shell Grey 
with blue leather. 148,000 miles. Excellent 
order throughout. The best of this rare model 
in Australia. $40,000. Alastair Angas 
08-8842-2859 or FAX 08-8842-1294 


1982 Corniche (ADC05388) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. Ice Green with Beige 
upholstery and hood. Ordered by York Motors 
in 1982 but not sold until February 1985. 
21,000 km. only. Flasks and glasses in doors, 
mascot alarm. Looks like new. $250,000 
0.n.o. Brian Macmahon 08-8331-0625 


1982 Silver Spur (ANC04843) ex-Hong 
Kong. Better than fair condition. Sun-roof, low 
milage, nice tight car. 10 months (W.A.) 
registration. $40,000 o.n.o. Blair Howe 
08-9720-1214 (‘phone & FAX) or 015-77-4687 


1984 Silver Spirit (ASE09240) Gold over 
Walnut with virtually unmarked magnolia in- 
terior piped brown. Absolutely stunning 
appearance. Whitewall tyres, lambswool 
over-rugs. Original service logbook, full ser- 
vice history. 12 months reg. $59,000 o.n.o. 
Dary! Tempest 02-6343-2235 


Parts For Sale 


Vintage parts: Smiths dash clock, $175; 
starter switch, Pl or Twenty, $250; set 50 thou. 
oversize pistons for iron head PI, $800. Pat 
Browne 07-3870-3427 


Market Place 


3308 


PRAECLARVM 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Parts For Sale 


Assorted Rolls-Royce & Bentley parts for sale 
by Founder President of the A.C.T. Branch: 2 
x headlamp light units, original very good 
condition with R-R badge, suit Silver Dawn or 
pre-1956 Silver Wraith with built-in head- 
lamps, $450 pair; centre lamp light unit, Mk 
Vl type c.1947, sans badge, deep type reflec- 
tor, never used, $125; pair Lucas SFT700 
foglamps complete for Silver Dawn, export 
Mk Vi/R-type, export Silver Wraith etc., quite 
good condition, $200 pair; pair Rushmore 
gas headlamps c.1909, incomplete, some 
damage, but recoverable for use, $100 pair; 
full-flow oil filter kit for Silver Dawn, Silver 
Wraith, Mk VI, believed complete but not sure, 
sensible offer. Robert Penn Bradly 
02-6227-4348 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanicai, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for Bentley R-type: body shell, or rear 
half of body shell, any condition, no matter 
how derelict. Simon Reed 07-5449-1113 or 
018-19-9088 


Wanted for 1912 Silver Ghost chassis 2133: 
fuel pressure gauge, code name LYNBY. 
Keith Wherry, 105a Clarence Street, Sydney, 
2000. 02-9299-7455 or FAX 02-9290-1676 


Wanted for 20/25: P.80 headlamps, mascot 
(standing type), ‘blast box’ first exhaust 
silencer. Bob Roberts 02-6572-4055 (h) 
017-91-5743 (mobile) 


Wanted for Phantom |: exhaust system com- 
ponents, particularly front silencer or end fit- 
tings, spherical bearings and retaining nuts, 
and cut-out components. Alan Robert 
07-5541-4500 or FAX 07-5541-2835 


Wanted for Phantom I!: pair of cylinder 
blocks. Robert Clifford 03-6273-0677 or FAX 
03-6273-0932 


Literature For Sale 


Rolls-Royce: 75 Years of Motoring Excel- 
lence, E. Eves, $90; Brooklands to Good- 
wood, R. Walkerly, $80; Tourist Trophy, R. 
Hough, $90; Brooklands Giants, B. Boddy, 
$60. All in excellent condition. Alex Bryce 
08-9457-1608 or FAX 08-9259-0102 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of space and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ‘Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


Literature For Sale 


1972 Handbook Supplement for Silver 
Shadow/Bentley T (not U.S.A./Canada), very 
good condition, $40; Service Manual, Silver 
Dawn, Mk VI/R-type, Silver Wraith, as-new 
reprint, $50; large number London & Derby, 
1960s and 1970, $35; scrap-book ex-Ted 
Jack of 1960s era, $20. Robert Penn Bradly 
02-6227-4348 


Rolls-Royce publications: Silver Wraith long 
wheelbase 4.5 litre Schedule of Spare Parts, 
$110; Silver Cloud II/Bentley S2 V-8 Engine 
Manual, TSD.2006, $50; Silver Cloud/S Series 
boot-type Interior Cooling System manual, 
$40; Please add $5 for post & packing. Left 
with the Editor to sell on behalf of a country 
member. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Workshop Manual (five volumes) for Silver 
Shadow, Bentley T Series and Corniche up to 
Car Serial Number 30000. Genuine Crewe 
publication, not a copy. Richard Jones 
07-3203-3447 


Literature Wanted 


Workshop Manual for Bentley T Series. Harry 
Cumpstey 07-5530-4846 (‘phone & FAX) 


R.R.O.C. Quarterly Magazines for Spring ‘60, 
Summer '60/61, Autumn ’61, Winter '61, 
Spring ‘61, Summer ‘61/62, Autumn ’62, 
Winter '62, Spring ’62, Winter '63, Spring '63, 
Summer ‘63/64, Winter '64 and 
PRAECLARUM Vol. II No. 5, Vol. II No.1 and 
Vol. IV No. 1. Will pay $500+ for complete set 
in excellent condition or $25 each. Malcolm 
Johns 0414-28-3841 or FAX 02-9362-3256 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or photocopies. For 
return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium ail catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 11% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


LMARR has it! 


Outer hub ring Disc — 


Inner hub plate 


Spanner axtansion 


Curved 
air valve 


yA 
Spanner ~~ Air lock assembly 


All you need to fitnew * Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your pay 
Pre-WWIl Classic. * Hispano-Suiza 
Write, phone or fax ° Lagonda 

for full infomation. 


° Bugatti 
° Dela; 
LMARR DISK,LTD ee 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 
01 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley cars. Non-members are 
charged $15.00 for anon-commercial ad of 
reasonable length. Photographs may be 
included free of charge to members, $15.00 
for others. Where applicable, cheques 
made payable to R.R.O.C. of Australia must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


1-99 
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J.G. DARE 
PARTS FOR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


The following R-R/Bentley parts are now here in stock. Most parts are 
used, however some are new and genuine R-R supply unless otherwise 
stated. 


Regrettably most of us would have to concede that as with many other 
things the future of the world’s finest marque appears increasingly 
uncertain. Few of the parts below will ever be reproduced, however if 
they are, low volume production will ensure high prices (relative to our 
cars value) with variable supply lead times irrespective of the origin and 
manufacturing source. 


Ifyou own and cherish what may well be the last of the true (and proper!) 
classic cars ever built why not invest in its future by putting away (as 
I have!) some genuine factory issue parts for that unexpected (it can 
happen to any of us) repair or rebuild and so maintain its integrity and 
indisputable presence well into the next millennium. Various parts as 
listed below are essential for your car's routine operation or indeed its 
basic survival and many of these parts will eventually (sooner than 
later!) become unavailable at any cost as corporate regimes focus on 
the profit centre attached to the manufacture of new products. Consider 
therefore a timely investment in the future of your well chosen car, the 
likes of which will never be built again in a world destined for stand- 
ardisation and mediocrity. 


Engines together with their original transmissions are available from 
the following cars which have been updated with new contemporary 
drivelines and/or stretched to extra LWB corporate/hire limousines. 
Most engines are complete and can be supplied from fan to flywheel 
including all ancilliaries such as generator/alternator, starter motors, 
carburetters, distributors and air conditioning compressors. Some 
engines ran quiet and with no smoke etc. prior to careful removal. 
Others have suffered internal damage and these may be parted out so 
that serviceable parts will be available individually as support/replace- 
ment spares for your existing engine. 


Currently available ex 54 R-type; 59 S1; S2 — several '60-’61; ‘63 S3; 
64 SCIII; ‘66 Bentley T; '69 and ’73 SS; '78 and "79 SSII and ‘82 Spirit 
(fuel injection). Power steering pumps are available from most of these 
units as are the fuel pumps which are handy to carry in your car as a 
spare. 


Spare exhaust manifolds and spare set cylinder heads available for SS. 


SS differentials, final drive cross members, pair % drive shafts for 
SSpirit. 


Shock absorber casings front and rear for SS suitable for re-insert, 
rebuilding, etc. Various underbody SS hydraulic control valves includ- 
ing accumulators. 


Sets of SS road wheels, powder coated or as is. Vented SS wheel covers 
restored to show quality or as is — with or without trim rings. One 
non-vented SS cover and one vented Bentley T also available. Set 
hub-caps for Bentley Corniche including some (genuine) trim rings. Set 
(new) black plastic R-R centres for Corniche/Wraith II hub-caps. Some 
assorted covers for S Series in fair condition. SS rear wheel hubs, brake 
discs and calipers. 


Heater matrix for S1. Radiator for S1. Some air conditioning parts from 
S Series cars. SS wings/fenders — all corners. 


Front fenders new or used for SSII. Chrome bumpers (front and rear) 
for SS including the overriders. New badge bar for front. Some bumper 
sections available separately. Corniche II boot badge. 


SS air vents as fitted below headlamps on early SS. SS Headlamp 
surrounds repolished including R-R (or ‘B’) badges to suit. R-R grille 
and boot badges including the base for the latter if required. Small R-R 
badges for rear ¥4 panel on LWB SS. New and used original fog/driving 
lamps for SS, bright or black bodies. Spare lenses to suit including the 
black plastic clip over protectors. Front tum signal lamps — new or 


used. New or used parts to suit these. Rear tail lamps for SS (incl. 
Corniche) new or used — 2 or 3 colour versions. Lenses and parts to 
suit. Side marker/running lamps for pre- and post-'72 SS. SS side sill 
mouldings — new or used include to suit LWB cars. SS1 grille new. SS1 
grille restored. SS1 grille shell without vanes. SS exterior door handles, 
boot handles, centre bonnet strip, door sill step/threshold plates 
polished or as is include the special chrome screws for these if you need 
any. Door pillar mount switches for interior light activation. New 
springs for these if required. Wiper arms — new or used. SS electrical 
seat motors (include console switches) and electric window motors. 
Sets/pieces of SS side body waistline trim mouldings including those 
for LWB rear doors. 


Electric window motors from S Series. SS electric seat mechanisms. SS 
doors including those for LWB. S Series doors also available. Doors are 
complete but I will strip to shells if required. SS side window glasses 
including rear window. 


SS dash instruments e.g. gauges and switches etc. Interior courtesy 
lights for SS. Fan blower motors for SS. Many assorted SS interior door 
fittings e.g. switch surrounds/escutcheons including the ‘blank-off 
plates for door handle and window switches. Radio aerial bezel — wing 
mount. SS radiator header tank. SS water heater tap valves — new or 
used. SS bonnet and boot. Some interior wood pieces for S Series and 
Ss. 


SS brake box ‘rat-trap’ assembly and parts thereof. S3 grille with ‘B’ 
badge and winged ‘B’ motif. Some exterior trim for S Series cars. Glass 
brake fluid reservoirs for S Series. S1 and S2 fenders/wings, bonnet 
and boot lid. S Series stop light switch both new. Front marker lamps 
new for S1 and S2. Sets engine bearings (main and rod) genuine to suit 
4, and 4% Litre; set genuine bearings for SS. Factory steel sliding 
sunroof clip from S Series. Too! kits for S1, SS, SSII and Spirit. Some 
tools available separately. 


Pair chrome finisher/mould headlamp pieces for Spirit including new 
lenses and reflectors. Rear corner tail lamps for Spirit — new. 


S Series turn signal switch plus one to suit SSII. S3/SCIII and SS 
headlamp housing bezel trim seal. SS steering box with or without its 
attendant damper box. Spirit door hinge. Steering coupling rubber 
‘doughnut’ (new) for SS. Rubber seal for SS which goes across top of 
firewall/bulkhead at trailing edge of bonnet. 


Yellow filament bulbs (genuine) to suit S Series — fog/turn signal 
lamps. Tail-lamps for Mk VI/R-type, Silver Dawn etc. Pair circular 
reverse lamps, MPW SS/T coachbuilt 2-door. 


Beautiful original Motorola radio from unmolested "69 SS (still has 
original factory notated chassis number taped upon it) together with 
the wood finisher piece. This would be nice for your early car if it has 
been altered in this area due to installation of aftermarket radio/cas- 
sette etc. Original radio for Silver Cloud/S. 


Early Silver Shadow (‘66 & ’67) Handbooks. One is very good, one is 
mint condition. Some Silver Shadow suspension parts (front and rear). 
Pair Silver Shadow footreasts, grey. 


Electric actuators for 3- and 4-speed transmission. Steering rack, 82 
Silver Spirit. 


The above represents part of my current core stockholding. Please 
enquire for any specific needs at which time I may be able to assist you. 
If I can source at a price acceptable to you any single item which you 
may need, transit and handling costs can be contained by consolidating 
your order with any others to hand provided your need is not urgent. 
Conversely if you have an urgent situation I can arrange importation 
ona singular item/order basis where the parts are dimensionally small 
and lightweight. In such circumstances air express courier fees would 
be charged to you at cost. I have satisfied several owners via such 
arrangements which are tailored to suit individual requirements. 


J.G. Dare. Tel: (03) 9589 1516 Fax: (03) 9589 5982 


Now, the Yanks' 

Best Kept Secret (Psss: 
of 30 Years 

Revealeal! 


? INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 


-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Daily. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 
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©TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


PTY. LIMITED 


Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 
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13 STIRLING STREET, THEBARTON, S.A. 5031 
Tel: (08) 8234 5600 
Fax: (08) 8234 5607 


(Formerly Dew St, North. Off West Thebarton Rd and Phillips St.) 
Email: ttmotors@senet.com.au 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


L to R: Kerrie Thomson-Booth, Warrick Booth, Robert Murphy, Paul Lukes, Clare Lukes, Ralph Appleby 
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Sydney’s best known and _ most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


MEssRS APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


www.paradisegarage.com.au 


1-99 3311 


" Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 
e e 4 wee 

Neil McLean Automotives 4 

Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


If you love your classic vehicle 


we've got the insurance. 


ok @ Agreed value means agreed value. If 
£. the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 
You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 
Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 
In the event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 
No blame excess. 
Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 
Free windscreen one per year without 
Shannons Classic Insurance has been insuring excess. 
vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 


1970 and has developed a great insurance Ring Shannons for a 
package at a very competitive price. free quote today ! 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
Queensland (07) 3892 2776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 
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.. ‘BUT THY ETERNAL SUMMER 
SHALL NOT FADE” .... 


— 
— 
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Sorry to take issue with your sonnet, Mr Shakespeare, 

but the long, hot Australian summer can play merry hell 

with a car’s precious woodwork. 

That’s why McMillan’s have honed and polished their 

skills with quality woodwork over the years. Ifit needs 

replacing, only genuine wood is good enough. Most popular 

and recommended are Burr Walnut, Birdseye Maple and 

Mountain Ash. 

Summer’s sun soon shows the cracks in dashboards and door 
cappings. If they need refurbishing, we now offer the most advanced 
clear finish resin to preserve your woodwork for longer than ever before. 
Call McMillan’s now to discuss repolishing, replacing or refurbishing. And then, 
in the words of the Bard, you'll look at your treasured car and say ... 

... “to me, fair friend, you never can be old.” 


McMillan Prestige 
in ~ 25-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, N.S.W. 2046 Qe 


Telephone: (02) 9744 Sill Facsimile: (02) 9744 5517 
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